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The  War  in  Yugoslavia 


As  this  issue  of  FCNL's  Washington  Newsletter  goes  to 
press,  the  Kosovo /Yugoslavia  crisis  has  not  been 
resolved.  The  military  and  paramilitary  forces  of 
Yugoslav  president  Slobodan  Milosevic  have  purged 
Kosovo  of  ethnic  Albanians.  Evidence  of  crimes 
against  humanity  and  genocide  by  Serb  force  mount. 
Nine  weeks  of  U.S.  and  NATO  air  strikes  (a  military 
action  and  air  war  that  violate  the  UN  charter  and 
international  law)  have  destroyed  much  of 
Yugoslavia's  infrastructure  and  threaten  to  turn 
what  was  an  industrial  nation  into  a  pre-industrial 
wasteland.  Despite  the  heavy  damage,  Milosevic 
has  not  conceded  defeat.  Nor  is  there  evidence  that 
he  has  loosened  his  grip  on  the  country. 

The  bombings  have  failed  to  relieve  the  misery  of 
the  ethnic  Albanians  in  Kosovo,  on  whose  behalf 
the  U.S.  and  NATO  say  they  are  fighting.  Some 
have  been  killed  directly  by  NATO  bombs.  Masses 
of  Kosovar  Albanians  have  lost  their  lives  in  the 
stepped  up  persecution  by  Serbian  forces.  Many 
families  have  been  torn  apart.  Virtually  all  sur¬ 
vivors  have  lost  their  homes  and  personal  posses¬ 
sions  and  have  been  scarred  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  by  the  upheavals. 

FCNUs  Response 

As  the  crisis  in  Yugoslavia  has  unfolded,  FCNL  has 
sought  to  provide  a  Quaker  perspective  to  Congress 
and  the  Administration  at  every  stage. 

■  When  President  Clinton  considered  whether  to 
begin  air  strikes,  we  urged  him  not  to  bomb 
and  offered  an  alternative  approach  to  ensure 
the  well-being  of  both  the  ethnic  Albanians 
and  the  Serbians  and  to  build  a  lasting  peace 
in  the  region. 


■  When  the  House  debated  whether  or  not  to 
direct  the  President  to  remove  U.S.  armed  forces 
from  the  NATO  operation  against  Yugoslavia, 
FCNL  communicated,  first  with  members  of  the 
House  International  Relations  Committee,  then 
with  all  members  of  the  House. 

■  When  the  Senate  considered  whether  or  not  to 
authorize  the  President  to  use  all  necessary  force 
in  Yugoslavia,  FCNL  offered  a  non-military  alter¬ 
native.  (Text  of  letter  to  Senate  on  page  4.) 

■  Throughout  the  crisis,  FCNL  has  consulted  with 
congressional  staffers  as  they  have  prepared  talk¬ 
ing  points  for  their  members  of  Congress. 

■  When  crucial  votes  have  been  pending,  we  have 
sought  to  involve  grassroots  activists  in  the  lob¬ 
bying  effort  by  posting  action  items  on  FCNL's 
Legislative  Action  Message  and  on  our  web  site. 

FCNL's  efforts  during  the  Kosovo /Yugoslavia  crisis 
have  succeeded  in  bringing  a  Quaker  witness  to  bear 
on  public  policy.  However,  the  intensity  of  the  work 
with  Congress  has  left  little  time  for  us  to  interpret 
the  crisis  to  the  many  Friends  and  others  across  the 
U.S.  who  are  deeply  concerned  about  the  human 
consequences  of  the  ethnic  purges  and  the  bombing 
in  the  Balkans. 

■  How  do  Friends  principles  apply  when  the 
world  is  confronted  with  a  leader  who  egre- 
giously  violates  the  human  rights  of  some  of  his 
own  citizens? 

■  Once  the  U.S.  and  NATO  initiated  bombing  and 
Pres.  Milosevic  did  not  yield,  was  there  any  alter¬ 
native  to  bombing  that  would  not  appear  to  give 
Milosevic  the  victory? 


(continued  on  page  2) 
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The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  (Quaker  lobby  in  the  public  interest, 
seeks  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit  as  it  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends.  Views  expressed  in 
FCNL's  Washington  Newsletter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Legislative 
Policy  wliich  is  prepared  and  approved 
by  FCNL's  General  Committee.  FCNL 
includes  Friends  appointed  by  26 
Friends'  yearly  meetings  and  by  seven 
other  Friends'  organizations  in  the 
United  States. 

Clerk:  Margaret  R.  Hummon 
Assistant  Clerk:  Jonathan  Fisch 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  eleven  times  a  year  by  the 
Friends  Committee  on  Nahonal  Legis¬ 
lation.  The  Washington  Newsletter  is 
sent  free  upon  request  and  automati¬ 
cally  to  current  donors.  Your  contribu¬ 
tions  are  needed  to  support  FCNL's 
lobbying  and  education  work. 

Editor  Florence  C.  Kimball 

This  month's  contributing  writers: 

Lena  Amanti.  Florence  Kimball.  Ned 
Stowe,  and  Joe  Volk 

Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 
the  Washington  Newsletter  are  avail¬ 
able  up)on  request.  The  Washington 
Newsletter  is  available  in  microform 
from  University  Microfilms  Interna¬ 
tional,  3(X)  North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept. 

P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  48106. 

Reprinting  Items  from  the 
Washington  Newsletter ; 

We  encourage  our  readers  to  copy  and 
distribute  items  from  FCNL's  Washing¬ 
ton  Newsletter.  When  doing  so,  please 
include  the  following  credit: 

"Reprinted  from  the 
Washington  Newsletter,  [issue  #, 
month  and  year]  published  by 
the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating 
how/where  the  item  was  used  and 
the  approximate  numbers  of  copies 
distributed. 
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245  Second  Street  NE 
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Phone:  202-547-6000 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http:  /  /  www.f^.org 
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The  zvar  in  Yugoslavia  (continued  from  page  1) 


These  and  other  important  ques¬ 
tions  need  public  dialog. 

FCNL  Resources  and 
Grassroots  Action 

We  wish  that  we  had  sufficient 
resources  to  meet  all  the  vital 
needs,  including  public  educa¬ 
tion,  that  present  themselves  in  a 
crisis  such  as  the  world  is 
presently  facing.  We  regret  that 
we  do  not.  However,  we  have 
attempted  to  make  available, 
through  the  medium  of  our  web 
site,  various  items  of  information 
about  the  crisis,  including  copies 
of  FCNL's  letters  to  the  President 
and  members  of  Congress.  If 
you  have  Internet  access,  we 
encourage  you  to  use  FCNL's 
web  site  as  a  resource.  If  you  do 
not  have  a  computer  with  Inter¬ 
net  access,  perhaps  a  friend  does. 
Alternatively,  your  local  library 
may  be  able  to  help.  FCNL  can 


be  found  at 

<http;// www.fcnl.org>. 

In  early  May,  FCNL,  the  AFSC, 
and  eleven  other  organizations 
which  have  a  principled  opposi¬ 
tion  to  both  U.S.-NATO  military 
intervention  and  to  attacks  on 
civilians  by  Serb  and  Kosovo 
Liberation  Army  forces  formed  a 
National  Coalition  for  Peace  in 
Yugoslavia  (NCPY).  With  this 
coalition  taking  shape,  we  can 
now  begin  to  build  the  campaign 
for  a  peaceful  resolution  to  the 
conflict  in  Yugoslavia.  On  page 
5,  we  have  printed  the  consensus 
statement  of  the  NCPY  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  list  of  suggested  ways 
for  people  across  the  U.S.  to 
become  involved.  ■ 

Hard  copies  of  any  of  FCNL’s  letters 
to  the  President  or  Congress  can  be 
obtained  by  contacting  FCNL.Please 
see  page  7  to  order. 


Make  Your  Voice  Heard 

Senator _ 

U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Representative  _ 

U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Washington,  D.C.  20515 

Capitol  switchboard;  202-224-3121 
Congressional  websites  and  e-mail  addresses: 
http;  /  /  www.senate.gov 
http:/  /  www.house.gov 

Current  status  of  bills;  202/225-1772,  http://thomas.loc.gov 

President  William  J.  Clinton 

The  White  House 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 

White  House  comment  desk:  202-456-1111 

Fax:  202-456-2461,  E-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 

Website:  http://www.whitehouse.gov 
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UN  Arrears  Payment  Act  Introduced  in  House 

Cosponsors  Needed 


"Countries  all  over  the  world  look  to  the  United  States  for 
leadership.  But  instead,  what  thexj  see  is  a  powerfid  and 
wealthy  countn/  with  a  massive  debt  it  will  not  pay — a 
countnj  that  has  refused  to  seize  the  mantle  of  leadership 
and  live  up  to  its  international  commitments." 

Rep.  Christopher  Shays  (CT) 

With  these  words.  Rep.  Shays,  along  with  Reps. 
Engel  (NY),  Leach  (lA),  and  Lowey  (NY)  introduced 
the  UN  Arrears  Payment  Act  (HR  1355)  on  March 
25, 1999.  This  bipartisan  bill  would  authorize  the 
immediate  release  of  the  $575  million  that  was 
appropriated  by  Congress  in  1997  and  1998  to  begin 
paying  the  U.S.  arrears  to  the  UN. 

UN  records  indicate  that  the  U.S.  is  more  than  $1.5 
billion  in  arrears  on  payments  to  the  UN  and  its 
affiliated  agencies  for  debts  prior  to  January  1, 
1999.  In  consequence,  the  UN  has  been  so  short  of 
cash  that  it  has  had  to  borrow  funds  from  its 
peacekeeping  account  to  cover  its  regular  budget 
expenditures,  and  the  UN  Security  Council  has 
been  unable  to  fulfill  its  promise  to  reimburse 
other  member  countries  for  their  contributions  to 
UN  peacekeeping  activities. 


You  Can  Help 


II  Ml  III  III 


Over  72  representatives  from  both 
parties  have  already  cosponsored 
HR  1355.  However,  we  need  many  more  to 
convince  the  leadership  of  the  importance  of 
paying  the  arrears  this  year  without  condi¬ 
tions. 

Please  write  to  your  representative.  Encour¬ 
age  her/him  to  work  to  ensure  that  the  U.S. 
fulfills  its  legal  obligation  to  the  UN  this  year 
by  paying  all  current  assessments  and  paying 
the  full  $1.5  billion  in  arrears  without  condi¬ 
tions.  Urge  her/him  to  cosponsor  HR  1355  as 
an  important  first  step  in  this  process. 


Basis  of  the  U.S.  obligation  to  the  UN 

When  it  signed  the  UN  Charter,  the  U.S.  government 
promised  to  pay  its  assessments  in  full,  on  time,  and 
without  conditions.  The  U.S.  government  is  similar¬ 
ly  obligated  to  contribute  its  share  to  UN  peacekeep¬ 
ing  operations  since  it  is  one  of  the  five  countries  on 
the  UN  Security  Council  with  special  authority  to 


Recent  polls  indicate  strong  public  support  for  continued 
U.S.  engagement  in  the  UN  (72%)  and  for  fidfilling  U.S. 
obligations  to  the  UN  (75%)  (Worthlin  Worldwide,  Sept. 
1998) 


veto  UN  Security  Council  resolutions  and  peace¬ 
keeping  operations  (hence  all  peacekeeping  opera¬ 
tions  are  undertaken  with  U.S.  approval). 

Attempts  by  the  U.S.  to  renege  on  its  promises  and 
impose  conditions  after  the  fact  undermine  the 
honor  and  credibility  of  the  U.S.  government  before 
the  world  community.  Is  this  the  standard  of  behav¬ 
ior  that  the  U.S.  government  should  be  setting  for 
the  rest  of  the  world?  Is  this  how  the  U.S.  would 
have  other  governments  behave? 

U.S.  actions  threaten 
international  cooperation 

The  continued  failure  of  the  U.S.  government  to  pay 
its  dues  and  to  work  within  the  UN  framework  of 
international  law  dangerously  weakens  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  international  law  and  threatens  the  future  of 
international  cooperation.  This  continued  failure 
hampers  the  ability  of  the  UN  to  prevent  and 
address  international  conflicts  and  other  critical 
global  challenges.  The  unfolding  humanitarian  dis¬ 
aster  in  Kosovo  is  but  one  of  the  many  compelling 
cases,  where  a  strong,  effective,  fully-funded  UN 
system,  with  the  full  support  and  participation  of 
the  U.S.  government,  might  have  prevented  the 
escalation  of  conflict  and  the  tremendous  human 
suffering  that  we  are  witnessing  today. 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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Letter  to  Members 

RE;  U.S.  Military  Forces,  Bombing  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Yugoslavia,  and  Kosovo 

April  29, 1999 

Dear  Senator: 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  is 
scheduled  to  mark  up  the  McCain-Biden  resolution 
today.  The  resolution  authorizes  the  President  to 
use  all  necessary  force  and  other  means,  in  concert 
with  United  States  allies,  to  accomplish  U.S.  and 
NATO  objectives  in  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Yugoslavia  (Serbia  and  Montenegro).  This 
resolution,  S.  J.  Res.  20,  and  perhaps  others,  are 
expected  to  go  to  the  full  Senate  for  debate  and 
vote  soon.  We  urge  you  to  vote  against  S.  J.  Res. 

20,  the  McCain-Biden  provision,  and  to  support 
other  approaches  for  a  negotiated  and  quick  end 
to  hostilities  to  provide  security  for  the  Kosovar 
Albanians  and  other  civilians. 

Three  wars  now  threaten  the  security  and  future  of 
innocent  civilians  in  Kosovo,  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Yugoslavia  (FRY),  and  the  surrounding  region; 

1 .  The  brutal  Milosevic  war  of  ethnic  purging  to 
eliminate  the  Albanian  population  from  Kosovo 
and  to  eliminate  any  democratic  opposition  to 
his  regime  within  the  FRY, 

2.  The  U.S.-led  NATO  bombing  of  the  FRY  to 
defeat  Milosevic  and  to  punish  him  for  his 
aggression  against  the  Kosvoar  Albanians,  and 

3.  The  Kosovar  Liberation  Army's  irregular  war  on 
Serb  forces. 

All  three  actors  claim  their  war  is  just,  and  yet,  all 
three  conflicts  threaten  the  lives  and  security  of  the 
people  they  claim  to  protect.  These  wars  also  threat¬ 
en  to  escalate  and  spread  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
FRY  to  destabilize  the  region.  War  has  become  the 
problem  and  the  threat  to  security,  not  the  way  to 
security.  Continuing  the  U.S.-led  NATO  bombing, 
or  escalating  U.S.  military  action  with  more  bombing 
or  ground  forces,  would  be  like  throwing  gasoline 
on  a  burning  house  to  put  out  the  fire.  The  U.S.  risks 
destroi/ing  Kosovo  to  save  it.  A  more  sound  approach 
must  prevail  to  save  lives,  stop  the  armed  conflict. 


of  the  U.S.  Senate 

and  achieve  an  enduring  political  settlement  for 
peace.  Your  vote  will  be  critical  to  meeting  the  need 
for  real  security. 

Withdrawing  U.S.  armed  forces  from  the  NATO 
operations  now  would  communicate  to  Kosovar 
Albanians,  the  people  of  Serbia  and  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  region  that  the  U.S.  has  opted  to  start  a  process 
for  peace  and  security.  The  repressive  FRY  regime  is 
more  vulnerable  to  the  free  flow  of  information,  eco¬ 
nomic  "sticks  and  carrots,"  intensive  diplomatic 
pressure  of  the  European  community,  and  an  inter¬ 
nal  democratic  opposition  than  to  diplomatic  ultima¬ 
tums,  bombing,  and  threats  to  use  ground  forces. 
Unwittingly,  the  U.S.-led  NATO  bombing  has  given 
the  Milosevic  regime  the  upper  hand  and  helped 
him  to  overcome  his  vulnerabilities.  It  is  not  too  late 
for  the  U.S.  to  change  course. 

With  a  halt  to  the  U.S.-led  NATO  bombing,  the  Part¬ 
nership  for  Peace  with  Russia  may  be  exercised  to 
achieve  a  pause  in  hostilities  and  to  start  negotia¬ 
tions  for  a  political  settlement.  Steps  should  include 
withdrawal  of  FRY  and  Serb  paramilitary  forces 
from  Kosovo  and  deployment  of  a  UN-OSCE  (Orga¬ 
nization  for  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe) 
interim  force  in  Kosovo  to  protect  civilians  and  to 
accompany  displaced  persons  and  refugees  return¬ 
ing  to  their  towns  and  villages.  Furthermore,  a  more 
prominent  and  constructive  role  for  Russia  in  negoti¬ 
ations,  an  interim  force,  and  implementation  of  a  set¬ 
tlement  will  help  to  repair  the  much-damaged  U.S.- 
Russia  strategic  relationship  which  is  crucial  to  the 
future  stability  and  security  of  Europe  and  the  U.S. 

After  a  UN-OSCE  interim  force  has  control  of  Koso¬ 
vo,  the  U.S.  should  support  re-introduction  of  OSCE 
civilian  monitors  throughout  the  Kosovo  region, 
provide  financial  assistance  for  the  return  of  refugees 
and  displaced  persons  to  their  homes,  provide 
increased  humanitarian  and  economic  aid  to  the 
region,  use  economic  incentives  to  bring  the  FRY 
back  into  the  community  of  Europe,  and  back  inter¬ 
national  efforts  to  hold  all  actors  accountable  under 
international  law  for  crimes,  war  crimes,  or  crimes 
against  humanity  in  this  conflict.  We  urge  you  to 
choose  this  non-military  alternative.  It  will  save 
lives  and  cost  much  less  money  than  to  continue  or 
escalate  the  NATO  military  operation. 

(continued  on  page  6) 
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Statement  of  the  Newly-Formed 
National  Coalition  for  Peace  in  Yugoslavia 

The  National  Coalition  for  Peace  in  Yugoslavia  was  We  call  for  an  immediate  end  to  NATO  bombing  and 

established  in  early  May.  The  purpose  of  the  coali-  intensified  effort  to  bring  a  just  peace  in  Kosovo.  We  con- 

tion  is  to  gather  and  coordinate  the  efforts  of  those  de^nn  the  atrocities  and  human  rights  abuses  committed 

organizations  which  have  a  principled  opposition  to  by  Serbian  forces  in  Kosovo,  and  we  do  not  believe  that 
both  the  NATO  bombing  and  the  Serbian  attacks  on  NATO  bombing  will  solve  the  problem.  We  are  also  horri- 

Kosovo  and  which  support  a  peaceful,  negotiated,  fied  by  the  environmental  degradation  caused  by  the 

non-military  outcome.  Following  is  the  consensus  bombing,  with  its  longterm  consequences  for  all  the  people 

statement  of  the  Coalition.  of  the  region. 


An  Appeal  for  Peace  in  Yugoslavia 

We  speak  out  of  deepening  concern  and  anguish  over  the 
continued  bloodshed  and  human  suffering  in  Yugoslavia. 


We  seek  a  solution  that  ends  the  killing  and  destruction  on 
the  ground  and  from  the  air.  Proposals  for  diplomatic  set¬ 
tlement  have  been  put  forth  bi/  a  number  of  governments 
and  institutions  of  the  international  community.  We 

(continued  on  page  6) 


You  Can  Help 


The  establishment  of  a  national  coalition  for  peace  in  Yugoslavia,  based  on  principled 
opposition  to  both  U.S.-NATO  military  intervention  and  to  attacks  on  civilians  by  Serb  and 
Kosovo  Liberation  Army  (KLA)  forces,  is  the  core  of  a  U.S.  campaign  for  a  peaceful  resolution  to  the 
conflict  in  Yugoslavia.  Here  are  some  actions  that  you  can  take  to  help  build  the  campaign. 


■  Take  an  individual  stand  for  peace.  Endorse  the 
statement  of  the  National  Coalition  for  Peace  in 
Yugoslavia  and  join  FCNL's  action  network  by 
sending  your  name,  address,  phone  number,  fax 
number,  and  email  address  to  NCPY,  c/o  FCNL. 
Send  copies  of  your  endorsement  to  each  of 
your  members  of  Congress. 

■  Invite  other  individuals  to  join  the  cam¬ 
paign  for  peace  in  Yugoslavia.  Use  copies  of 
the  statement  by  the  National  Coalition  for 
Peace  in  Yugoslavia  as  a  petition.  (FCNL  can 
provide  these  petitions  in  electronic  or  hard 
copy  form.)  Return  signed  petitions  to 
NCPY,  c/o  FCNL  on  or  before  the  24th  of 
each  month.  (The  U.S.  began  bombing  on  the 
24th  of  March.) 

■  Help  your  community  take  a  corporate  stand 
for  peace.  Present  the  statement  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Coalition  for  Peace  in  Yugoslavia  to  your 
campus  organization,  student  group,  commu¬ 
nity  organization,  religious  congregation,  other 


civic  group,  and  township,  city  or  county 
council.  Ask  the  group  to  formally  endorse  the 
statement.  Please  mail  the  endorsed  and  dated 
formal  statement  with  a  cover  note  describing 
the  group  to  Kathy  Guthrie  at  FCNL.  Send 
copies  of  your  group's  statement  to  each  of 
your  members  of  Congress. 

Arrange  to  speak  with  your  representatives 
and  senators.  Make  appointments  now  to 
meet  with  them  at  their  district  offices  during 
the  July  4th  recess. 

Financially  support  FCNL's  peace  work.  Your 
contributions  will  help  to  sustain  our  work  to 
educate  and  to  lobby  Congress  for  peace  and 
justice.  Contributions  to  FCNL  support  lobby¬ 
ing  work  and  are  not  tax  deductible.  Contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  support  our 
educational  efforts  and  are  tax  deductible. 
Please  send  your  check  (marked  Peace  in 
Yugoslavia)  to  FCNL  or  contact  Arthur  Meyer 
Boyd,  at  202-547-6000. 
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Coalition  Statement  (continued  from  page  5) 

encourage  all  efforts  wade  in  good  faith  towards  a  diplo¬ 
matic  solution  and  strongly  urge  our  nation's  leaders  to 
pursue  nonviolent  alternatives. 

We  urge  an  immediate  ceasefire,  a  halt  to  NATO  air 
attacks,  and  negotiations  involving  all  interested  parties. 
An  end  to  the  bombing  is  a  prerequisite  for  any  peace 
process  to  begin.  We  support  the  return  of  OSCE  [Orga¬ 
nization  for  Security  and  Cooperation  in  Europe]  moni¬ 
tors  in  conjunction  with  the  introduction  of  a  truly  inter¬ 
national  peacekeeping  operation  that  would  monitor  the 
activities  of  the  Serb  military  force  and  the  Kosovo  Libera¬ 
tion  Army. 

The  following  organizations  are  part  of  the  National 
Coalition  for  Peace  in  Yugoslavia. 

■  American  Friends  Service  Committee 

■  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation 

■  Fourth  Freedom  Forum 

■  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

■  Fund  for  New  Priorities  in  America 


UN  Arrears  Payment  Act  (continued  from  page  3) 

The  UN  Arrears  Payment  Act  (HR  1355)  is  an 
important  first  step  that  would  help  restore  the  abili¬ 
ty  of  both  the  UN  and  the  U.S.  government  to  play 
more  positive  and  effective  roles  in  world  affairs. 
Although  this  legislation  would  not  pay  all  that  the 
U.S.  owes,  UN  advocates  see  this  legislation  as  a  rel¬ 
atively  simple  and  direct  way  to  begin  reducing  the 
U.S.  debt  and  restoring  the  UN  to  financial  health. 
This  legislation  also  offers  members  of  Congress  a 
way  to  show  their  leadership  that  they  support  pay¬ 
ing  the  arrears  without  conditions  this  year.  ■ 


■  Mennonite  Central  Committee 

■  Pax  Christi  USA 

■  Peace  Action 

■  Sojourners 

■  Veterans  for  Peace 

■  War  Resisters  League 

■  Women's  Action  for  New  Directions 

■  Women's  International  League  for  Peace  and 
Freedom 


Letter  to  Senate  (continued  from  page  4) 

To  continue  the  U.S.-led  NATO  war  risks  repeating 
the  Vietnam  mistake.  The  U.S.  architects  of  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War  knew  that  war  would  not  achieve  its  stated 
goals.  Then-Secretary  of  Defense  Robert  McNamara 
could  have  saved  hundreds  of  thousands  of  lives 
and  served  the  cause  of  peace  in  Vietnam  had  he 
exercised  the  courage  to  tell  the  truth.  A  thoughtful 
and  courageous  Congress  could  have  stopped  the 
war,  but,  in  those  times.  Congress  dutifully  followed 
the  President  over  the  cliff.  Only  30  years  after  the 
fact  did  Robert  McNamara  tell  the  truth  about  that 
war  —  too  late  to  make  a  difference.  The  McCain- 
Biden  provision  to  authorize  the  President  to  use  all 
means  necessary  to  end  the  war  is  completely  open- 
ended  —  a  blank  check  to  do  virtually  anything.  It 
over  reaches  the  much  criticized  "Gulf  of  Tonkin" 
resolution  by  miles.  Surely  the  Senate  will  not 
repeat  that  mistake. 

Today,  the  Administration  and  their  Congressional 
supporters  will  tout  the  goals  of  maintaining  a  credi¬ 
ble  U.S.  military  threat,  preserving  the  unity  of 


NATO,  not  letting  Milosevic  appear  to  win,  and  sav¬ 
ing  face  for  our  national  leaders  as  justifications  to 
continue  the  war  in  the  FRY.  Yet  these  goals  are  not 
compelling  when  compared  to  the  urgent  needs  for 
an  immediate  cease  fire,  reducing  the  killing,  pro¬ 
tecting  civilians,  and  resuming  a  political  process  to 
resolve  the  conflict. 

The  Administration  and  their  Congressional  sup¬ 
porters  will  cite  the  goals  of  stopping  genocide,  pro¬ 
tecting  civilians,  and  restoring  democracy  as  justifi¬ 
cation  for  continued  military  action.  But  the  claim 
that  U.S.  military  action  will  eventually  achieve 
these  goals  is  a  false  promise.  Genocide  must  be 
prevented,  but  experience  demonstrates  that,  once 
begun,  genocide  is  not  stopped  by  war.  War  is  not  a 
way  to  peace.  Killing  is  not  a  way  to  liberation  and 
democracy.  Please  vote  against  the  McCain-Biden 
resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Joe  Volk 

Executive  Secretary 
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A  contribution  for  duplication  and  postage  will  extend  the  work  of  FCNL. 


Minimum  Wage  (continued  from  page  8) 

The  Quinn  bill  provides  for  indexed  adjustments  to 
be  made  annually  beginning  one  year  after  the  last 
increment.  Thus,  the  question  of  what  will  be  the 
buying  power  of  a  $6.15/hr  wage  in  2001  is  extreme¬ 
ly  important. 

Minimum  wage  and  buying  power 

During  the  1960s  and  through  the  mid  1970s,  the 
minimum  wage,  in  constant  (1998)  dollars  averaged 
around  $6-6.50 /hr.  Then,  between  1979  and  1990, 
the  value  of  the  minimum  wage  plummeted  about 
two  dollars,  to  a  mere  $4.40 /hr  in  1989.  The  1996-97 
increases  in  the  minimum  wage  (to  $5.1 5/hr  on 
Sept.  1, 1997)  only  partially  restored  the  value  lost 
during  the  eighties.  In  the  year  and  a  half  since  the 
last  increase,  the  value  of  the  minimum  wage  has, 
once  again,  begun  to  drop.  It  will  continue  to  lose 
value  if  inflation  continues  at  its  current  rate. 

Where  we  stand 

FCNL  holds  that  all  persons  are  equally  deserving  of 
a  life  with  dignity  and  the  basic  necessities  for 
human  growth  and  development.  This  will  be  real¬ 
ized  only  if  jobs  are  available  for  all  who  are  able  to 
work  and  if  those  jobs  pay  a  living  wage. 

Ensuring  that  there  are  adequate  jobs  and  that 
those  jobs  pay  at  least  a  living  wage  is,  we  believe, 
a  responsibility  of  the  federal  government.  It  is 


federal  government  policy  that  establishes  the 
framework  in  which  private  economic  decisions  are 
made.  An  important  element  of  that  policy  frame¬ 
work  is  the  federal  minimum  wage.  We  believe 
that  Congress  should  set  the  minimum  wage  at  a 
level  that  makes  it  a  living  wage.  We  believe  that 
the  Fair  Minimum  Wage  Act  of  1999  (S  192 /HR 
325)  will  move  the  current  minimum  wage  in  the 
right  direction,  though  possibly  not  far  enough. 
However,  the  Longterm  Minimum  Wage  Adjust¬ 
ment  Act  of  1999  (HR  964)  will  make  only  marginal 
improvements  in  the  buying  power  of  a  minimum 
wage  salary.  Indexing  may  do  more  harm  than 
good  as  it  will  constrain  increases  to  the  minimum 
wage  in  subsequent  years.  ■ 


You  Can  Help 


IIIILUIJIIII 


Please  write,  call,  e-mail,  or  fax 
your  senators  and  representative. 

If  they  are  cosponsors  of  S  192  or 
HR  325,  thank  them  for  their  support  for 
increasing  the  minimum  wage.  If  they  are  not 
cosponsors,  urge  them  to  cosponsor  the  Fair 
Minimum  Wage  Act  of  1999.  Representatives 
should  be  alerted  to  the  differences  between  HR 
325  and  HR  964.  Only  HR  325  will  make  a  sub¬ 
stantive  difference  in  the  buying  power  of  a 
minimum  wage  worker. 
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Renewed  Efforts  to  Raise  the  Minimum  Wage 


Efforts  to  increase  the  minimum  wage  have  begun 
again  in  the  106th  Congress.*  The  Fair  Minimum 
Wage  Act  of  1999  (S  192 /HR  325)  was  introduced  on 
Jan.  19  by  Sens.  Kennedy  (MA)  and  Daschle  (SD) 
and  Rep.  Bonior  (MI).  This  bill,  identical  in  most 
respects  to  the  Fair  Minimum  Wage  Act  of  1998, 
would  increase  the  minimum  wage  by  one  dollar 
from  its  current  level  of  $5.15/hr.  The  increase 
would  be  achieved  in  two  fifty  cent  increments,  the 
first  on  Sept.  1, 1999  and  the  second  on  Sept.  1,  2000. 

This  session's  Fair  Minimum  Wage  Act  has  been 
improved  by  the  addition  of  a  provision  which 
would  require  that  the  federal  minimum  wage  stan¬ 
dards  apply  to  workers  in  the  Commonwealth  of  the 
Northern  Mariana  Islands  (CNMI).  The  CNMI  is  a 
U.S.  territory  located  in  the  North  Pacific  near 
Guam.  Products  manufactured  in  the  CNMI  may 
legally  be  labeled  as  "Made  in  the  USA."  However, 
workers  in  the  CNMI  are  not  currently  protected  by 
all  provisions  of  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act 
(FLSA).  In  particular,  CNMI  workers  are  exempted 
from  the  federal  minimum  wage  requirement  of  the 
FLSA.  This  exemption  has  helped  to  make  the 
CNMI  a  haven  for  manufacturers  seeking  both 
cheap  labor  and  the  sales  advantages  associated 

*  For  background  information  on  minimum  wage 
issues  and  efforts  in  the  105th  Congress,  please  see 
the  April  1998  issue  of  the  FCNL  Washmgton  Newslet¬ 
ter. 

t  For  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  the  situation  in  the 
CNMI,  please  see  the  August /September  1997  issue 
of  the  FCNL  Washmgton  Nezusletter. 


with  the  "Made  in  the  USA"  label.t  By  eliminating 
this  exemption,  the  current  Fair  Minimum  Wage  Act 
would  help  to  ensure  that  products  wdiich  bear  the 
"Made  in  the  USA"  label  have  been  fabricated  by 
workers  paid  at  least  the  federal  minimum  wage. 

An  alternative  minimum  wage  bill 

On  March  3,  Rep.  Quinn  (NY)  introduced  the  Long 
Term  Minimum  Wage  Adjustment  Act  of  1999  (HR 
964).  This  bill  would  also  raise  the  minimum  wage 
by  one  dollar,  but  would  spread  the  wage  hike  out 
over  three  increments  (forty  cents,  thirty  cents, 
thirty  cents),  occurring  on  Sept.  1, 1999,  Sept.  1, 
2000,  and  Sept.  1,  2001,  respectively.  Unlike  the 
Fair  Minimum  Wage  Act,  the  Quinn  proposal 
would  not  extend  federal  minimum  wage  protec¬ 
tions  to  workers  in  the  CNMI. 

HR  964  does  include  a  provision  for  indexing  the 
minimum  wage  for  inflation,  using  the  Consumer 
Price  Index  as  the  reference.  Indexing  ensures  that 
the  minimum  wage  will  automatically  rise  during 
prolonged  inflationary  periods.  Had  indexing  been 
in  place  during  in  the  early  1970's,  the  buying  power 
of  the  minimum  wage  would  not  have  eroded  to  the 
degree  that  it  did  during  the  late  '70s  and  '80s. 
However,  the  challenge  with  indexing  is  to  select  a 
base  year  in  which  the  minimum  wage  has  adequate 
buying  power.  If  the  selected  base  year  is  one  in 
which  the  minimum  wage  has  little  buying  power, 
then  indexing  can  actually  serve  to  lock  minimum 
wage  workers  into  near-poverty  wages. 


(continued  on  page  7) 


